
Top 10 technology leaders 2021 
Technology leaders have focused attention in the past year on sustainability. 
This has combined hard and soft technologies from across the digital spectrum 
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Maritime technology leaders range from a 40-year veteran who continues 
to think with a start-up mentality, to established entrepreneurs rebuilding 
their businesses, to innovators from outside shipping who have brought in 
ideas from the communications and energy sectors 

Source: WärtsiläAGNEVALL: TAKING SUSTAINABILITY TO THE BOARDROOM.  

01 / Håkan Agnevall, Wärtsilä 

Håkan Agnevall left his position as president of Volvo’s bus division to replace 
Jaakko Eskola as president and chief executive of Wärtsilä in 2021. 

It has been a year of stabilisation and recovery, with all four divisions (energy, 
marine power, marine systems and voyage) focused on sustainability. Investment in 
research and development continues across the digital spectrum. 

Mr Agnevall has shifted the dialogue with customers from the engineering 
department to the boardroom because he believes sustainability impacts the future 
of the company. 

https://lloydslist.maritimeintelligence.informa.com/authors/lloyds-list


Wärtsilä Voyage’s link with Ocean Technologies Group to reimagine seafarer 
training is the first move in a pooling of their joint domain expertise and resources. 

  

02 / Juha Koskela, ABB Marine & Ports 

ABB this year celebrated 30 years since the launch of its Azipod gearless steerable 
propulsion technology, with units now on icebreakers, liquefied natural gas carriers 
and cruiseships. Azipod units have steered the way to a corporate focus on 
electrification, digitalisation and connectivity. 

Among this year’s successes, ABB worked on Singapore’s first remotely controlled 
tug, described by Juha Koskela as a milestone in the journey to autonomous 
shipping. 

In mid-year, classification society DNV validated the cyber security of ABB’s 
physical set-up, together with its integrated products and system architecture. 

Mr Koskela, who joined ABB 25 years ago, took the helm as president of the Marine 
& Ports division in 2016. 

  

03 / Egil Haugsdal, Kongsberg 

Kongsberg Maritime maintained its leadership in digitalisation with its Blue Insight 
cloud-based digital toolbox. This will collect, share and analyse data to increase 
knowledge of the ocean environment and shipping’s impact on it. 

Other wins this year included contracts to deliver advanced simulators to four 
maritime training centres in South Korea, and a tie-up with ABS to link Kongsberg 
Digital’s Vessel Insight data-gathering capability with the ABS My Digital Fleet 
analytics platform. 



It is likely that Egil Haugsdal, executive vice-president of Kongsberg and president 
of Kongsberg Maritime, will sign off on further collaboration with the class society. 
Mr Haugsdal reports to former Kongsberg Maritime head Geir Håøy. 

  

04 / Klaus Heim, WinGD 

WinGD (Winterthur Gas & Diesel) is the leading developer of two-stroke, low-speed 
gas and diesel engines used for propulsion power in merchant shipping. 

The company has taken a strong share in this year’s spate of large newbuilding 
orders in the container segment: MSC has granted WinGD a good portion of its 
programme. 

Chief executive Klaus Heim says the company will not be weighing in on which fuel 
will carry the day but will be seeking to understand the different dynamics of various 
fuels on the engine. 

He joined WinGD in 2018 from fuel injection specialist OMT, prior to which he was 
vice-president of research and development at Wärtsilä. 

  

05 / Uwe Lauber, MAN Energy Solutions 

Writing in a forward-looking report in April, MAN ES president Uwe Lauber said a 
maritime energy transition had long been technically feasible. 

“The challenge is on the political and societal level: making the decision to ramp-up 
synthetic fuels is not something we can do alone,” he said. 

Even so, MAN ES was chosen by Maersk for liquid gas-injection methanol engines 
for eight containerships; it was involved in the world’s first synthetic natural gas 
bunkering of a feeder vessel; and, most recently, a co-operation agreement was 
signed with DP World covering five years of progress in decarbonisation projects. 



  

06 / Rajeev Suri, Inmarsat 

Inmarsat has been the world leader in maritime satellite connectivity for four 
decades, delivering flexible and reliable communication services for ship operations 
and crew welfare. 

Since its introduction in 2016, Fleet Xpress has become the leading digital 
connectivity platform and is now installed on more than 11,000 vessels. 

Former Nokia head Rajeev Suri was appointed chief executive in February 2021. He 
has a track record of growing businesses through acquisitions and organic 
expansion. 

In October 2021, he replaced Inmarsat Maritime president Ronald Spithout with the 
former head of Northrop Grumman’s Mission Systems division, Ben Palmer. Expect 
M&A activity in 2022. 

  

07 / Ka Sam-hyun, Korea Shipbuilding & Offshore 
Engineering 

KSOE is at the heart of Hyundai Heavy Industry Group’s holding structure. There 
has been a strong focus this year on environmental, social and governance issues, 
with KSOE’s president and co-chief executive Ka Sam-hyun driving this agenda as 
HHI Group’s chief sustainability officer. 

In April, Hyundai Samho delivered a crude oil tanker with DNV’s low-noise Silent-E 
notation, and contracts were signed with Maersk in August for eight methanol-
fuelled containerships to be built at Hyundai Heavy Industries. 

Mr Ka said the surge in newbuilding demand meant “Korean shipbuilders would no 
longer have to win orders at low prices”. 



  

08 / Alexander Enström, Hempel 

Hempel, the Danish paints and coatings company, appointed ex-Jotun sales director 
Alexander Enström as vice-president of marine business in February. 

Chief executive Lars Petersson’s strategic ambition is to double revenue by 2025, 
and Mr Enström has been tasked with building Hempel’s position in the marine 
segment. 

Marine reported strong results for 2020, especially in Asia-Pacific. The annual 
report claimed that between 2013 and 2020, the leading hull coating, Hempaguard 
X7, had reduced combined fuel consumption by 7.6m tonnes and lowered vessels’ 
CO2 emissions by 23.5m tonnes. 

A new global campus was opened as a centre of learning and knowledge-sharing. 

  

09 / Martin Kits van Heyningen, KVH Industries 

KVH, reflecting the family name of its founder, is a rapidly developing connectivity 
business aimed at commercial, leisure and defence markets. 

Much interest has been shown in KVH Watch, the IoT Connectivity as a Service 
(CaaS) solution that offers a flow of data from machine to cloud for remote 
monitoring of onboard equipment. 

Users include analytics experts, marine equipment manufacturers and shipbuilders 
needing connectivity. 

In October, KVH signed an agreement with supply chain logistics provider Net Feasa 
to enhance tracking of containers at sea. 



President, chief executive and chairman Martin Kits van Heyningen began his work 
in the basement workshop of his parents’ Rhode Island home in 1982. 

  

 

10 / Vincent Bernatets, Airseas 

Airseas, a spin-off from Airbus, has harnessed the expertise of the aerospace 
company to create Seawing, an innovative wing that can tow large commercial 
ships. The aim is to generate a 20% improvement in fuel economy and much-
reduced emissions. 

The first sailing of a ro-ro ship on a transatlantic crossing was delayed from 
November 2020 to December 2021. 

Chief executive Vincent Bernatets has a background in telecommunications and 
aircraft information systems; he launched Airseas in 2016. 

Airseas is a member of the International Windship Association, which boasts more 
than 90 member companies and aims to promote wind propulsion for commercial 
shipping. 

The Top 10 technology leaders list is compiled by the Lloyd’s List editorial team and 
considers people and companies that are driving real digital change across the 
maritime industries 


